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CITY OF LODI
INFORMAL INFORMATIONAL MEETING
"SHIRTSLEEVE" SESSION
CARNEGIE FORUM
305 W. PINE STREET
TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 1999

An Informal Informational Meeting ("Shirtsleeve" Session) of the Lodi City Council was held Tuesday,
March 2, 1999 commencing at 7:00 a.m.

ROLL CALL
Present: Council Members — Hitchcock, Mann (left at 7:55 a.m.), Nakanishi, Pennino and
Land (Mayor)
Absent: Council Members — None

Also Present:  City Manager Flynn, Deputy City Manager Keeter, City Attorney Hays and City Clerk
Reimche

Also present in the audience was a representative from the Lodi News Sentinel and The Record.

TOPIC(S)
1. Presentation Regarding ProStyle Sports
ADJOURNMENT

No action was taken by the City Council. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:15 a.m.

ATTEST:

Alice M. R%lmche

City Clerk



CITY OF LODI - ADMINISTRATION - INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: CITY COUNCIL
Ty
FROM: JANE DEPUTY CITY MANAGER
SUBJECT: PROSTYLE SPORTS HANDOUTS
DATE: 03/01/99

Attached for your information are the following handouts in advance of the ProStyle Sports
Shirtsleeve Session presentation:

1. Economic Impact of SNICKERS US Youth Soccer Regional Championships — provided
by Bob Asklof, District VIII Commussioner of California Youth Soccer Association

2. Letter of support from Randel E. Vataha, Game Plan LLC - provided by John Vemer
and Roger Theder

The aforementioned information was submitted to our office on Monday and was therefore
unavailable for early distribution with the packet.

Attachments
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Game Plan
LLC

Hobert L. C aporake
Chairman

Ratded E. Valaha

President

Muarch 1, 1959

Ludi City Council

City of Lodi

221 West Pine Street
Lodi. CA 95241-1610

Re:.  Pro Sivle Sports

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:
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Over the past six monthy, our corporation has been consulting with Pro Seyle
Sports regarding their Lodi, California project Itonting Northbound [nterstate 5.

We have conveyed to Mr. Verner and Mr. Theder that a multi-sporst project of this
nuture located in Northern California could be exteemely suceessful, While
lacution is very important, the success of such a project will be based upon a

strong financial component.

Tem in the Bay Arca [requently and would be huppy to mest with the Lodi City

Council to discuss this project further,

Sincercly,

\

REV:mnp

Rundel E. Vutuha
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CONSULTING AND INVESTMENT BANKING
TO THE
SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY

The Sporty und Enteraioment Industry « « + v Invesunent Banking and Consalting
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CONSULTING AND INVESTMENT BANKING

Game Plan provides consulting, advisery and investment banking services to the
sports and cntertainment industry. The principals of Camc Plan bave experience in
virtually every phase of the spurts and catertainment business and have been
involved in every type of transaction within the sports und entertainment industry.

Game Plan provides consulting, financial advisory and investment banking services
with respect ta the acquisition, sale 20d finaacing of professional sports teams, the
formation of sports leagues and the developmeat and finaacing of sports facilities.
The company maintains a complete database an franchise values and team sales and
provides services to buyers, scllers, lenders, owners and investers in the profession-
al sports industry. The vompany also provides services to professional sports lcagues
und to the entertainment, facilify management, event management and lecture man-

agement indusiries.
PRINCIPALS

‘The founders of Game Plan, Robert L. Caperale and Randel E. Vataha, have exten-
sive experience and expertise in the sports and entertainment business including
ownership, management, marketing and the representution of professional sports
tcamy, leapues, athletes snd sports facilitics. The founders bave been involved ia the
formation of professional sports Icagues and have relationships with owncrs,
investars, fenders and other individuals and entities involved in the sports and eater-
tainment industry. Both Robert L. Capoarale and Randel E. Yataha have been
involved in the ownership and management of a professional foutball team.

BankBoston Corporation acquired 2 material ownership iaterest in Game Plan in
December 1997. BankBoston Corporation, the 16Lh largest bank holding compaay in
the United States with asscts in excess of §71 billion, operates & tetwork of 650 offlces
across the United States and more than 100 offices in 23 countries in Latin America,
Europe, Asia and Alrica, BankBoston has considerable expericnce in the senior bank
financing of professional sports teams and facllities and its Media and Communica-
tions Group ranks among the top five media and communications lenders in the
United Stutes. Although Game Plan is an independent company, its offices are locat-
:-: al; H-knkﬂoston"ﬁ headquarters which fucilitates 2 close working rotatioaship with
e bank,

The Sparts and Enteriainment industey » » » o Jyvestment Banking and Consutting
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Robert L, Caparale

Alturacy practicing litigation, busincss and sports and cnlertainment law,
1968-1997

Alternate Governor to the National Hockey League for the Plttshurgh Pengulns,
1991-1997

Attorpey [or Pitshurgh Penguins, 1991-1997

Attorney for New Boston Garden Corporation, owncr and developer of the Fleot-
Center, in ¢oanection with development and financing of the new arens in

Baston which opened in 1995

Chairman of Boston Soccer, Inc., 4 non-profit corperation, and Chairinun of Roston
World Cup USA94 llost Committec

Trizl Counsel in several mejor litigation 1natters invelving professional sports
Attorney for Hartford Whalcers {formerly New England Whalers) 1971-1 994
A(torney for Boston Labsters Tennis Team of World Team Tennis [975-1979

Attorney for Edmaonton Qilers, Hartford Whalers, Quehee Nordiques and Winnipeg
Jdets in transaction with NHL resuiting In the teams joining the NHL in 1979

Cieaeral Counsel of Warld Hockey Assoclation 1978-1979

President and *art Owner of Boston Brezkers Football Club, one of the uriginal
franchises ia the United States Football League

Atorney for Florida Marlins in territerial claim arbitration procvedings

Attorney for bhuycrs and sellers of professional sports tcams in MLB, NBA, NHL,
NFL, NASL, WA, USFL, AHL, ECIIL and CISL

Chairman of Boston Bar Assaciation Sportx and Entertsinment Law Commitice
19%89-1994

Membcr of Board of Advisors of Red Averbach Yauth Foundation

Member of Sports Advisory Committee of Greater Buston Convention & Visitors
Bureau

Member of the Board of Gaverners of the Boston Stock Exchange

Awarded the 1994 “Spirit of Rusiness L.cadership Award” by the Greater Boston
Convention & Visitors Bureau und a 1995 “Leadership Award™ by Massachu-
setts Governor William F. Yyeld ja recognition of leadershtg in briaging World
Cup Soccer ta Boston

The Sports and Enfertalugtent tndusiry » + v > Juvestment Banking aud Corsiling
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NFL Player--Seven years 1971-1977 (Played for New England Patriats and Green

Bay Packers)

Member of Executive Commiftee for Naliona) Football League Players Assaciition
(One of four man negotiating team for NFLPA with NFL owners in 1976-1977)

Asked to ke President of Natiogal Fouthall Leaguc Players Assuciation
Fuunding member of United States Foothall L.eague

Part Owner of Boston and New Orleans Breakers Foaotball Club fn USFL and Pres-
jdent of New Orleans Breakers

Playcr Agent eight years with Bob Woelf Asseciates, Inc, 1987-1994

Negotiated major contracts in NFL, NBA, MLB aad NHL as well as Mediu (Radio
and Television) for clieats such as Larry Bird (Bostun Celtics), Joe Maentana
{San Francisco 4%¢r’s), Tom Glavine (Atlanta Braves) and Larry King (CNN)

Winner of two Emmy Awards for sports Broadcasting from the Boston/New England
Chapter of the NATIONAL ACADEMY OF TELEVISION OF ARTS AND
SCIENCES

CF.O ol Bob Woolf Assacistes 1937-1994

Structured deal between Marriott and Champions restauraats which resulted in 18
Champions restaurants in Marriatt Hotels intcrnationally

On Advisory Commitice tn NFL Players Assuciation and NBA Players Association

QOnly agent to participate in NFL collective barguining negotiations leading to cur-
rent Collective Bargaining Agreement

Assisted in developing strategy for Freeman McNuil antitrust litigation (two of the
eight plaintiffs were clients and Randy Vataha was the first witness in the triul)

Respczlsihlc for developing several of the concepts and provisions in the acw NFL
“BA
One of @ small group that attempled to buy Wung [.abs vut of baakruptcy in 1993

Profiled in Ngmre of the iy Lifz by Robert L. Shook and Ramon
Greenwoad, Contemporary Buoks, Inc., Chicago, [Hinois, 1992

The Sporty and Entertabiment tudustey » <« s Juvextront Bauking and Consufting
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COMPLETED TRANSACTIONS

Pitpsburols Peugwins--Ngle of Inferest

Retained by Moward Baldwin, Owner and Chairman of the Board, te identify
investor and negotiate the sale of 80% of the Team, The project was successfully
completed with the purchuse of 50% of the Penguins by Roger Murigo, co-founder

of EMC Corp.

Pirssunds Pengoins—\rend Lease

Retained by Penguias’ uwnership to renegotiste the financial terms of the lease
agreement with SMG for Civic Arepa. Came Plan successfully completed 3 new
agreement with SMG which resulted in 2 bencflt to the Penguins of $1.S million per

yoar.

Consulting and investment banking services for Ross Perot Jr’s company regardieg
the possible aequisition of the Dallus Stars (NHL). Game Plan’s services fncluded an
analysis af the struclure of transaction, analysis of new arcna prefect and the prepa-
ration of » confidential repart to Hillwaud Investment Corporation.

Bab Woolf Associates

Investment banking scrvices fur are ¢ tlic premiare sports represeatation agencics
in the United States. Game Plan successfully ideadified potentisi buyers and com-
pleied a 100% sale of the company to an ewncrship group comprised of Arnouid Com-
Munications, Inc., Bobby Orr and Larry Moulter (former CEQ uf New Buston Gar-
den Corporation and the new FleetCenter).

Mujar L eagne Baschall Team-Sale of Interest

Consulting on behalf of a corporate limited partaer reparding the sale of its interest
in a Major League Bascball team. Game Plan's services included an analysis of MI.B
franchise values and identification of prospective purchasers.

Majer dvagie Soccer/Bostusn

Randy Vataha served as the Fxccutive Coordinatar of Major League Soccer Boston
Bid Group which obtaincd the award of 8 Major League Seccer franchise to Bostan
(New England Revolution). The profect included the development and implementa-
tion uf a marketing plan to scli sufficient scason tickets to mect bid requirements.

The Sports and Entertatitiment Industry « o v <. Iyvestment Bunking and Consatring
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Hachey tntermuional, inc.

Consulting and investment banking scrvices for small group of investars in regards
to possiblc arquisition of the Dallas Stars of the NHIL. Sorvicos included an analysis
of 1the proposcd (ransaction and assistance in due diligenee and prepuration of g con-

fidential report concerniag the transaction.

Pro ln-Eine {Hockey

Consulting and invesiment banking services for group of investors regarding forma-
tion of 3 prufessiunal in-line hockey league including development af structure of
leggue and prepuration of business and financisl plan, ldentiflcation of and negoti-
ationy with strategic television pariner and negotiation of agreement among the
investors in new league,

Calyary Stampeder Football (lub

Consulting and investment banking services to ewner of Canadian Feotball League
franchise regarding passible relocation of franchise to the United States including
ncgotiation of stadium leuse and negotintions with potential investars in the U.S;
represen{ation of owner in negotiations with purchaser of team,

Cunadian Fomhall League
Preparation of strategic business plan for the Canadian Football League and partic-
ipation in l.cague tclevision negotiations,

Lawtun Sporg & Finunginl, Inc,

Consulting and investment banking services to Lawton Sport & Financial, Inc. with
respect to the sale of the sports represcatation agency to Advantuge International,
Inc,; 2 subsidiary of The Interpublic Group of Companies, Inc. and the appointment
of Brian Lawton as Director of the Hockey Division of Advantage Internationat.

The Sports and Entertainment Industry + + »  Jnvestmen: Beitking and Consulting
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CURRENT PROJECTS

AN Anmierican Foathall Lewgrug

Coosulting and investment banking services for an investor graup regarding the for-
mation of a ncw professional foothall league Including development of the leaguc
structure, preparation of the business and financial plan and ncgotiation of stadlum
lcases in major markets 1hroughout the United States.

Minnesotg Hockey Lentures Gronp, 1P

Consulting ou behalf of graup of inveslory regarding potential {nvestment in (he
Alinnesyra Limited Partnership which has been awarded an expansion franchise in
the National Hockey League to comrence play in the 2000-2001 NHL season. Game
Plan‘s serviees inelude an analysis of the offeriag, the structuring of the transaction,
analysis of the new arena project for the construction of a new arcna ja St. Paul, Min-
neanta and preparation of a coulidentis! report for the investor group.

Mujor Leagne Buschall Teani~-Acquivition of {gierest

Copsulting an behalf of an individual investor regarding the potential investment in
2 Major League Rascball team, Game Plan’s services include an analysis of current
ownership of a specific major leaguc basebadl tcam; analysis of assets and liabilitics
of the team and negotintion with current owaership ou behalf of the pruspective

Investor,

Amgrican Progeam Bureau, Ing,

Consulting and investment banking services for Robert I. Walker aad Peyry F. Stein-
berg, Co-Owners aof Amerlcan Pragram Burcau, [nc., the [eader in internationat {ee-
ture management and oac of the largest lecture sgencies in the world with approxi-
mately two hundred speakers uader exclusive representation including Mikhail Gor-
bachev, Steve Forhes, Larcy King and a2 aumbcer of present and former world lead-
ors.

Comventyrey, lig,

lavestment banking scrviees for the largest ¢vent mapagement cuapany in New
Fagland including preparation of 4 Confideatial Descriptive Memorandum and
analysis af potential strategic alifances.

Major Leagune Basehall Team and Focdigy:

§

Financial advisory and investnient banking services on behalf of an invester group
to assist in obtaining debt financing for the acquisition of a Major League Buschall
team, facility and related properties,

The Spurts and Entcrtainment Industry < <« » Investment Bunking and Consuiring
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Boslua Stoch FExchange, Ine.

Cunsulting and investement banking services 10 the third oldest stock exchange in the
United States with respect to potential strategic alliances and new business npportu-
witics.

QutesQuest L erporativg

Consulting to an international (rading and consulting company with respect to the
formation of a Chincse/American entertainment and sports joint veature company
to do business [n tiie People’s Repablic of China.

Hapeester dee Caty
Consulting and investment banklug services to Roger M. Marine with respect (o his
investment in the Waorcester ice Cuts of the American Hockey League,

Lhe Medalist Grogp LLC

Cansuiting services to the Medalist Group with respect to the Medalist Tour com-
prised of 25 professional women gulfers including Nancy Lopez, Jaa Stephenson.
Donna Caponi, Hollis Stacy, Jane Blalack, Sally Little, Sandra Post and others.

Oubtaid- Hamgeda County Cofiseum Authority
Financial advisor to assist Authority in evalvating its options with respect to Oak-
lund Athletics incleding possibie sale of tean (0 new ownership that would commit

to long term licease agreement with the Coliscum,

1he Jane Blulock Compuny, g

Consulting and investment banking services to golf and event marketing and mun-
agement firm with respect to poteatial strategic alliances.

The Sports and Encertainment Industey » » » + lnvestaiont Bunking aud Contsidiing
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MAJOR TRANSACTIONS COMPLETED BY
THE FOUNDERS OF GAME PLAN

®  Woarld Hockey Association Merger with National Hockey League
B Acquisition of Boston Celtics Basketbalt Club

B Agreement bch;vecn Marriott Hotels and Champions Rextaarants
®  Sale of Hartford Wh;ulers to Local Ownership

8  Sale of Wang Laboratories® Asia Operations

W Sale of Hariford Whalers to Connecticut Development Authority
8 Nale of Bob Woolf Associates Sports Agency

8§ Sale of Lawton Sport & Financial, Inc, ty Advantage International
N Acquisition of Pittsburgh Penguins ITockey Club

8 Sclection of Boston as 1994 World Cup Soccer Yenue (six matches)
8 Award of Major l.eague Soccer franchise for Boston, MA

B Formution of Boston Breakers of the United States Footbali League
8 Sale of New Orieans Breakers (USFL) to local owncrship

¥ Development and Financing of FlectCenter, Boston, MA (home of Boston
Bruins & Celtics)

E  Saie of Foxboro Stadium t¢ current awsnership
8@  Acquisition of Minncseta North Stacs
B Sale of 50% interest in Pittsburgh Penguias Hockey Club

W Sclection of Bostog as 1999 Women’s World Cup Soccer Venue (five tmutchoes)

Yhe Sporrs and Entertuinment Industry « » s o lovesiment Buanking and Consedting
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YOUTH SOCCER

[SMIGKERS,

Fax Memorandum

To: Bob Asklof, California Youth Soccer Assn.
Fax:  {209) 367-8616

From: Brent Goodrich

Date: March 1, 1999

Re:  Economic impact of SNJCKERS™ US Youth Soccer Regional Championships

Following 15 a chart with the estimated economic impact of the four SMICKERS™ US Youth
Soccer regional championships held in 1998. The estimates were gathered from convention and
visitors bureaus in each of the host cities. These figures are consistent with estimates from the 1996
and 1997 regional championships as well.

Market (# of teams) Visitors Matel rooms Estimated El
Albuguerque, N.M. (248) 12,000 3,500 nightly $4.2 million
Cincinnati (201) 10,000 3,000 nightly $4.0 million
Columbus, Ga. (144) 8,000 3,000 nightly $6.0 million

Erie/Edinboro, Pa. (268) 15,000 6,000 nightly $10.0 million

If you have any questions, please call me at (602) 274-1988.

~
S ——— '
4713 N 32rd Street, Suite 1G4 s Phoenix. Arizona 85018 » Tzi: (6C2) 274-1988 » Fax: (602} 274-2088



'Soccer tournament
ending two-year. run
at Erie County sites

By Kim CASTLEBEHRY .
Staff writer LT =

N * “‘ .
The Snickers U.S. Youth Soccer Re~
gion I Championship, which this
week is expected ‘o kick $10 million
into the local economy for the sec-
ond consecutive year, will not return
16 Erie County in 1999.

When the tournament’s final
game concludes on Sunday, the
Pamsﬁvama West Soccer Associa-
tion's two-year contract with the
competition's sponsor will be up.
The evmtw{llmovewﬂhode lslnnd
next year.

The annual Snickers tournaments
rotate every two years {o new loca-

tions within the region, organizars
said. Other regional sites this year

include Albuquerque, NM.; Colum-

bus, Ga; and Cincinnati.
‘“The tournament brings in about
15,008 people over the weekend, and

® Please tum to 12A/SOCCER L

. FAST FACTS

8 WHAT: 1998 Snickers U.S. i
Youth Soccer Region | :
Championship :

& WHEN: A kickoff event will
be held ioday from 11:30 :
am.to 1:30 p.m. in Perry
Squars in downtown Erle.
Opening coremonies will
follow at 6:30 p.m. at Edin-
boro University’s Sox Har-
rison Stadium.

8 SCHEDULE: Games will
be heid Thursday through
Saturday beginning st §
a.m. each day at Edirboro
University and Family First
Sports Park, 8155 Oliver
Road. Finals will be heid
Sunday beginning at 9:30
a.m. at Famity First

Soccer/Snickers toumey
ends two-year run in area

# Cortinued fom 1A )
they spend money on hotel rooms,

‘restaurants and nhgsptnq." said Ben
Carter, president of the Erie Area

Chamber of Commerce. “So the
toumament has ® major financial
impact on the city of Erie.”

Carter said Erie will look toward
continuing to attract events that
have similar economic significance.
“This event has been very positive
for the community because it has
given Erie the chance lo showcase
itself,” he said

The tournament will kick off today
at 11:30 a.m. in Perry Square with
two hours of events that include
tests ofmgamdpants kicking

Amwdotlaooohacpectedfor
the opening ceremonies, which will
begin atG:SDgO 1 today at Edinboro
University's Sox Harrison Stadium,
Route 6N and Perry Lane. The cere-
monies will include a fireworks dis-
play and a parade of the soccer play-
ers.

Preliminary-roun mfa.mes are
scheduled Thursday

semifinal games and the oml
championship finals will take pll.ce

will begin Thursday through Satur-
day at 9 am. and Sunday o $:30 am.

The Pennsylvania West Soccer
Association has scheduled games
using 15 fields at Family First
Sports Park and about 20 fields at
Edinboro University. Family First,
8155 Oliver Road, will host all semifi-
nal and final games.

The five-day event will festure 268
boys' and girls’ teams representing
15 state soccer associsfions from
Virginia to Maine. The teams will
compete in nine age groups, with
more than 450 games scheduled
during the four days.

The winning teams in the under-
16 through under-20 age will
goto m%uﬁazm
Nationa! Champlo July 22-26 in
Phoenix.

Nationwide, more than 7,000
tesms and 130,000 players ages 11 to
19 are participating in this year's
youth seccer championships.

There it no admission charge for
games or the opening ceremonies,
organizers said. For more informa-
tion, call the Pennsylvania West

Soccer Association at (411} 856-8011,
officials said.

THE ERIE DAILY TIMES

Wed., July 1, 1998
Front Page



Santa Ana Pueblo To Host
Soccer Tourney Next Week

Area Communities Hoping
Field Investment Pays Off

By ANDREW PADILLA
Journal Staff Writer

Several area communities invested $1.1
million for soccer fields at Santa Ana Pueblo
last year. Next week, they'll find out if the
investment paid off.

More than 240 teams from throughout the
Western United States will converge on the
metro area next week for the five-day Snick-
ers US Youth Soccer Far West Regional
Championship.

Organizers say the tournament, from June
21-27, is expected to book 20,000 hotel room
nights and bring about $2.8 million to the
Albuquerque metro-area economy.

“In addition to using our restaurants and
renting vehicles, I'm sure they'll be shop-
ping,” Keith Armold, president of the Albu-
querque Convention and Visitoe's Bureau,

said of the estimated 14,000 visitors expected
for the tournament.

Last year, Rio Rancho, Bertialillo County
and Sandoval County agreed to spend
$250,000 each, and the town of Bernalillo
agreed to spend $100,000 to add 14 fields to
the eight-ficld New Mexico Soccer Complex.

The complex is near the town of Bernalillo
on N.M. 44 and Jemez Canyon Dam Road.

The city of Albuquerque was asked to
donate $400,000 over 10 years, but the City
Council, so far, bas only committed to spend-
ina “O‘w)-

Money collected will pay back $1.1 million
‘f‘t‘d b;'nda Sandaval County issued to add the

The cvent has come to New Mexico before.
In 1993, 130 teams played on makeshift soc-
cer flelds at the Grasslands Sod Farm just
outside 108 Lunas. In 1987, teams played on
fields around Albuquerque.

Mickey Wilson, a member of the host com-

ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL
Mon., June 15, 1998
Front Page
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mittee for the New Mexico Youth
Soccer Association, which helped
organize the tournsment, said the
events have been successful in the
but his asgsociation last about

,000 in 1993,

“When you have to go out there to
create ficlds from scratch, that gets
a little costly,” Wilson said. But, he
aatd, Albuquerque’s economy bene-
fited immensely.

"Albuquerque Convention and

Visitor’s Bureau woke up to the fact
youth soccer in this venue is really
economic development,” Wilson
said.

The visitor’s bureau has been
working with tournament organiz-
ers to book teams into area hotel
rooms.

Arnold sald that gives the visitor's
bureau a count of how many rooms
are being rented and allows it to
survey spending habits while the
vigitors are in town.

The town of Bernalillo, which has
only one hotel, is trying to take in

tourist dollars in other ways.

The town’'s Chamber of Com-
merce will have two vans shuttling
soccer fans from the fields to its
downtown eateries and shops.

The idea is to get peaple to spend
money in Bernalillo, Community
Development Director Maria Rinal-
di said.

“Hopelully there'll be exposure to
the community that will lead to
return visitors,” she said

Rio Ranchu, on the other hand,
says it so far isn't benefiting much
from the tournament.

Judi Snow, Rio Rancho's tourism
director, sald reservations at the
city's four hotels are dismal.

“I expected that by this time we
would probably be completely full,”
Snow said. “We have some book-
ings, certainly, but not nearly as
many as | had anticipated.”

The tournament will kick off with
opening certmouies Sunday in the
Pit, said Carol Rbodes, chair of the
tournament organizing committee.

The ¥ar West Regional has 248
teams from 14 Western states. Each
team had to quatify for the tourna-

ment by winning 3 United States
Youth Soccer Association state cup.
Games will begin June 22, run-
ning from 8 a.m. to about 8 p.m.
Each team is put in a pool of four,
with round-robin games sct against
each of the other teams in the pool.
The top teams from each pool meet
in the quarterfinals Junc 25, with
the semifinals set for the following
day. The finalg will be June 27.
There are eight age divisions,
starting at 12 and ranging tn 19.
Winners from the four oldest age
groups will advance to the national

finals July 22-26 in Phoenix.

The tournament brings together
many of the West's top players,
making it a mecca for college
recruiters. .

“The best teams are bere,” said
University of New Mexico women's
coach John DeWitt. “In general, the
best players are on the best teams.
I'd say 90 percent of the Division |
schools in the Weat will send a rep-
resentative.”

Cren Rosales contiuuted 1o this reporl.



» City has great facility, but talent
plays eisewhere. Guerry Clegg
column/C4

P Nearly 250 college coaches in town
in search of talen/C1

» Summaries of every game, including
scoring; tournament schedule, .
standings/C8-C9® -

Columbus
ponders
its soccer
future

» Some changes
needed at soccer
complex to lure more
and bigger
tournaments

Ve
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By Andrew DeMilo
Siafl Writer

with the biggest event to
hit the Woodruft Farm Road
Soccer Complex in full swing,

organizers are now semng.

their sights higher.

More than 8,000 people —
including 2,700 players from -

11 Southern states — have

taken over Columbus this

weekend for the 1998 Snickers
US Youth Soccer Regional
Championship. The event has
filled motels as far away as
Warm Springs and LaGrange.

The turnout and high ex-
pectations have Rick Gordon,
executive director of the
Greater Columbus Sports and
Events Council, thinking
about what's next.

“Right now, we're just in
the process of strategizing
and figuring out where to go
from here,” Gordon said.
“We're mainly just trying to
come up with a soccer vision
for the city.”

And that vision — while
still fuzzy — is an ambitious
one.

At the top of the list s a
natianal youth tournament,
which would be the next step
beyond this week’s event.

Sec SOCCER A 10
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In order to host a finals and
other high-profile events, Gor-
don saild more changes need to
be made to the 11-fleid Woodruf!
Farm Road complex.

The compliex was expanded to
include five intemationalsize
flelds with irrigation and light-
ing. The total cost of the expan-
sion was about $2 million. The
complex was expanded through
a partnership between the city
and prive‘e businesses. .

The next major development
could be the construction of a
championship stadium, which
would seat as many as 4,000
spectators. Possible stadium
construction, along with an in-
door facility, are the topics of &

series of meetings between the
Sports and Events Council and
local citizens. No plans have
been finalized to continue the
expansion.

Fans and players have praised
Columbus’ complex as an ideal
venue for large tournaments,
The next one {s already booked.
David Holt, this week's tourna-
ment director, said he has lined
up a statewide competition for
August.

“Without a doubt, this is the
best soccer complex that the
state has to offer,” Holt said.

Coach Greg Sheen, of Geor-
gla's Tophat team from metro
Atlanta, said that is why Georgia
officials selected Columbus for

their 90-team state tournament,

“lt's so open and spaclous
here, which is betier than a iot
of the other compiexes that try
to cram it all in,” Sheen sald.
“This gives us an opportunity to
do things that we've never been
able to do.”

In addition to & possible na-
tional youth tourmament, the
complex could host a college
tournament or championship in
the near future, Gordon said.

Officials from the Sports and
Events Council have been talk-
ing with the Southeastern Con-
ference about its soccer finals.
In the last year, the SEC has held
four championships in Calumbus
— 1997 baseball, 1988 women's

basketball and the 1397 and 1998

softhall

The curreat youth tournament
is the first large event the
complex hes hosted since its
second phase of construction
began a year and half ago. It is
the first time five new fields

have been used.

The regional has offered the
city a perfect chance to show-

case the facility,

“This event helped us to build
the five fiekis,” Holt said. “It also
gave us the opportunity to show
others what we have to offer.

“As we continue o bring
events here on this level, we're
hoping to gain more atteation
nationally and internationally.”
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Champs
crowned

» Atlanta Footbali Clud
Ligatung ang Sraw
High's Mars~all Leonard
cefeat Scuth Tenas 1-0
Svertime 10 win under-18
Loys crampionshig/ B9

» Gecrgia's Tephatters
‘37 Goid teaT, losers in
thz regional sem firals
eact of the @st two
seasors, shuts out Fiorica
2-0 o win under-19 gu'ls
championship/ B4

» Complete roundup and
surimaries of ail boys are
Gi's cham pioashig
genzs/84

» Werd Cup
roJdup B4

Cale D1 Italia

Soccer keeps Visitors busy

» Many of the
tournament families
tried to be thrifty
during their stay here

8y Andrew Dellilio

Saff Writer

Soccer players and their
families hac little time for
anything other than the 1998
Snickers US Youth Soccer
Regional Chempionship.

Even so, they came. They
saw. And they spent.

The regional economic im-
pact ftrom the six-day tourna
ment is expecied 10 be $6
million, according to esti
mates by the Columbus Con-
venlion & Visitors Bureau.

About 8,000 people came to
Columbus for the tournament,
which ended Tuesday Each

person was expected to spend
an average of $167, basedon a
3.5day stay.

One of the winning teams
— the North Texas Solar
Under 15 boy's team — spent
$15,505 in Columbus, including
$7.28C for yooms at the Shera-
ton on Airport Thruway.

Parents of the team, which
won the regional champion-
ship Tuesday morning, said
they tried to be thrifty.

“This week has been all
business for us.” said Vickie
Bars, whose son Taylor is a
defender for the team.

“Other than eating out and
the tournament, we really
haven't had time (o go any-
where else around here,”
Bars said.

Forty-seven players and

Mobin Trinaroh Ledger-Enaui:

Kevin Smith, right, the head coach of tre North Texas scccer tsam. Uses sugar packets to discuss lisid plays on a tabie

Sce SOCCER, A L1

TEARE-North exasSotar Dallas’ $15.505.Es§:>

- ARRIVER: Last Wednesday
DEPARTERT;

Alan Keeae ﬁ Dmn Cokerd /o -t r‘,‘.
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family members came with the
Texas team, and most parents
said they used a number of
costcutting techniques.

For meals, for example, they
frequented fast-food and family
restaurants.

“We've been trying to stick
with places where meals have
been about $68 or $7 at most,”
said Claudia Purvis, whose son
Evan is a forward. “We’ll end up
eating at fast-food places for
iunch and nicer restaurants at
night.”

The daily average for meals
for the 47 people was $1,175, or
$25 per person. The Convention
& Visitors Bureau estimated
food expenses to be $33 per
person over a 3.5-day period.

Many local restaurants said
the tournament boosted sales._

“Every night has beeun like a
Friday night for us,” Gus Peluso,

owaer of Cafe Di [talia, said
“We've turned away as much
business as we have handled.”

Jeft Dickert, general manager
of Applebee’s, had to bring in
more employees this past week-
end.

“We've had a 10 percent
increase in sales since they
came in towa”™ Dickert said.
“That's about the normal range
for a large event like this.”

Many of the visitors said an
event like this requires creative
preparation. To cut costs, the
Purvis family did laundry at
Fort Benning.

“That really helped us save
some money,” Purvis said. It
was about 50 cents a load, which
is at least half of what we
normally spend.”

Ray Jackson, whose son Jake
is a midfielder for the team, said
he and his family of four

With sports as the

Yocus,

entertainment was not generalty
on the list of things to do. -
“Normally, what we find with
sports events is that they usually
stick to the events themselves
and don’t do t0o much outside of
it,” said Brenda Price, executive
director of the Convention &

Visitors Bureau.

‘When  you

spend most of your day doing
high physical activities such as
these, the last thing you want to
do i8 20 out and do more things.”

But there’s always the ex-

ception.

Linda Smith and her family
turned the trip into a “semi-va-

cation.”

“1 think we've tried 10 do
every kind of tourist activity

possible,” Smith said.

“From

Callaway Gardens to Peachtree

Mall,

I think we've probably

seen just about all of the city.”

budgeted for the trip.

“We planned on spending
about $1.000 at most for this
trip,” Jackson said. “We've pret-
ty much stuck 10 that.”

That budget also included
money for his wife, Dana, to buy
two “exterthinator tanks,™ multi-
purpose sptay tanks, from Wal
Mart for about $10.

“We've Been filling them up
with ice water and spraying
everybody with them.,” Jackson

said. “[t's & good cheap way or
keeplng coél.”

The Long family pac;ced a
“virtual igerator” in their
car to cut down on meal ekpens-
es.

“On the way here, we’d just
stop on the side of the road and
would have a picnic,” Donna
Long said. “It’s also helped when
the kids wanted somezhlng to
snack on while we're hare.”

LEDGER-ENQUIRER
Columbus, GA
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Soccer
swarm

headed
our way

10,000 may boost
economy by $4M

BY LUCY MAY
The Cincinmati Enquirer

An estimated 10,000 soccer
moms, dads and kids from
across the Midwest will de-
scend on Cincinnati this week-
end for the U.S. Soccer Youth
Regiona) Championship in An-
derson Township.

The visitors will kick $4 mil-
lion into the local economy, said
Jim Martell, executive director
of the Ohio South Youth Soccer
Association. The Greater Cin-
cinnati Convention & Visitors
Bureau estimates that number

t $4.5 million.

The event — ooe of four
regiona! championships — is 2
big deal in youth soccer terms,
too, Mr, Martells said. “This is
the road to the Fina) Four.”

" Top boys_and girls teams in
age divisicas from 13 to 20 will
advance to the U.S. Youth Soc-
cer National Championship in
Phoeaix next month.

For the Midwest tourna-
ment, the association has
booked 3,000 rooms in nearly
three dosen hotels, Mr. Martei-
la sd. Families, players and
coaches will start arriving
Tharsday and stay as long as
next Wednesday, the last day of

the tournament.

The Holiday Inn Eastgate is
the host botel, but soccer types
will fill rooms as far south as
Boone County.

While the 3,260 partigipants
will play their nearly 35¢ tour-
nament games at Clear :Creek
Park in Anderson T:Enship,
downtown Cincinaati feel
the crunch from the drowds
Friday.

The association e!ipects
10,000 people to attend’ open-
ing ceremonies at 5:30 g.m. at
The Crown, just in time for
rush hour.

The Soccer Industry Coundil of
America in Pelm Beach, -
ranked Cincinnati and
County as the

metropolitan area for goccer
participation in 1997. Kansas
City was first.

_Soccer moms and dads i

minivans won't be the ama-
teur sports enthusiasts drowd-
ing Jocal roads and hotels;

The U.S. Elite Road Cycling
Champioaships will take :piace

Thursday through Sundgy in -
Loveland

and dowatown.

In all, 375 cyclists wiff take
part, many of them i
for spots at the World
onships and 2000 Olympic
Games.

The cycling event was one
reason soccer visitors had to be
spread over so many hotel
rooms, Mr. Martella said.
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Soccer
series just

bi
BY CHRISTINE WOLFF
The Cincinnati Enquirer

ANDERSON TOWNSHIP
— The snow cone count sits
at 5,000. Drinks aumber
1,000 cases, and ice is coming
tn by the truckioad. Hamburg-
er and hot-dog buns stack up
to about 16,000..

Conservatively, that should
begin to feed and cool off the
crowd of 10,000 soccer play-
ers and fans expected begin-
ning this weekend at Clear
Creek Park

'We have plenty more stuff
oo hand. When you throw a
party like this, you don't want
to run out of food,” said Molly
McClure, executive director of
the Anderson Park Distict.

Clear Creek Park —
flat acres of lush, green grass
stretching north off Ohio 32
near Newtown — is bost for
the Saickers U.S. Youth Soc-
cer Midwest Regiona! Champi-
onship, a five-day tournament
running Saturday through
Wednesday.

The tournament will bring
about 3,260 players in 350
gumes to Clear Creek’s 20
soccer fields. The eveat is the
bi %0 far at the 2-year-old
park, one of the newest in the
Anderson Park District.

A sign to mark Clear Creek
Park's entrance goes up today.

ednesday, park officials
worked on details. Center
stage is the Qasis, 2 shelter
area built last June. A conces-
sion stand sod restrooms ex-
tend out the sides in movable
trailers; the park, in a flood
plain, sosked under a2bout a
foot of water during the ‘67

Large striped tents in blue,
red and green dot the acreage
to give players shade on the
treeless tract.

party

it you go

» What: The Sachkers US.
Youth Soccer Midwes! Re-
gtonal Championship.

» Where: Clear Creek Park,
§518 Ohio 32, Angerson
Township, wes! of Newlown.
» Whan: Saturday thvough

» Times: Non-stop Socces
mes: &
ames, Salurday.[zmiy.

. 8am to6:15 p.m;
Tuesday, semifinal games, 8
a.m. to 1230 p.m.; Wednes-
day, finais, 8 3.m. to aoon.
» Cost Free.

» Parideg: Froe, on sits.

Tips for spectators o
weather the sxpectad N-
plus-dagres heal:
» Bring iawn chairs. No
bleacner seating provided.
» Wear synscreen and a hat,
or bring an ymbrela.

% pienty of water and
juices. Avoid calleine drinks
and alcohol. .

Pump enmnu chug
trvm:lo gw
gullies. Twcnty‘ sky-bhe por-
table tolets will supplement
the park’s regular facilities.

Parking for about 3,000
cars will be available. park
officials estimate. Park rang-
ers and several Hamiltoa
County sheriff's deputies will
handle traffic control oa two-
lane Qhio 32 — the only way
in and out.

Clear Creek — mamed for
the creek running along its
north treeline — opened in
1996, about the same time the
park district booked the mega-

(Please see SOCCER,
Page B3}
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Soccer: Lots
of ice-cold
drinks ready

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33
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Fields
of
dreams

Soccer tournament
fulfills developer's
vision of Family First
Sports Park.

By KIM CASTLEBERRY
Staff writer

When Gary W. Renaud envisioned
Family First Sports Park in 1994, he
saw children,

Four years later, the park's Gelds
are swarming with more than 5,000
boys and girls competing in the 1998
Snickers U.S. Youth Soccer Region-
al tournament, which began Thurs-
day and concludes

“God placed a vision in my heart
to use sports as a way of getting out
into the communmity and helping
those who are in need” said Re-
naud, the park’s developer and chief
executive of Erie Steel Products Co.

“The park aims to try and help

children develop character and "

make appropriate lifestyle deci-
sions,” he said. “We want to talk to
them about issues they have to deal
with, like promiscuity and drugs.”

By focusing on team sports, Fami-
ly First strives to teach children
about the importance of values like
honesty and integrity, said Gary
Smallshaw, the facility’s marketing
director.

When Family First opened in No-
vember 1994, it focused on soccer,
with two indoor felds and 20 out-
door fields covering 70 acres in
Suramit Township.

Those fields helped the park land
the Snickers U.S. Youth Soccer Re-

" giona! Championship series in 1997.

This is the second year that Family
First, along with Edinboro Universi-
ty, has been involved with the tour-
nament for players ages 11 (o 19.

® Pleasa turn toisc/soccsn
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a Continued from 1C

land owned by First Assembly Of

God. The church leased the land to

Renaud for $1 a year for 40 yesrs.
Most of the initial funding came

from the Renaud family and a fund-

m&nzumpﬂm

First Assembly of God is a very
outgoing ¢hurch and has provided
numerous services for the commu-
nity,” Renaud said “The church
leased the land on its own benevo-
lencea.nddesimtodomotefor
comm!
'Mmouu:hmiym:stfor-
profit facility, it includes a nonprofit
program called Sports Outreach.

"I'tn'ouzh scholarsths. the program

heips needy children take part in the
leagues, chnics and camps.

“By providing scholarships, we
almmgetumnychudmnaspos
sible involved with the park”
haud said
. With a 12,000-square-foot fitness
center scheduled {o open in Septem-

ber, however, the park is als¢ using
spmt!olndudeadulh,&-:ﬁﬂshaw

“Oneof the biggest probley fae—
inzfnnuhestodqlsﬁndmg
spend together,” he said. want
tomakeFaml!yFtr:taplaoewhere
everyone can come and

The health ccnterismdedw
give parents a place to while
their children are playing or
basketball, Smalishaw said. |

Alt.boughtheﬁtnessemterwiﬂbe
more adult-criented, the spn-
mary focus will still be on
Smallshaw said

“We hope to get more more
kids involved with the park and to

keep oﬁmng them add.wo-pl pro-

" Renaud said.

The Snickers U.S. Youth {Soccer

Reglon 1 Champicnship con-
clude Sunday with the pion-

ship finals scheduled to at 9:30
am at Family First
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